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INTRODUCTION

Fertility, mortality and migration are the 
three basic demographic forces, which are 
responsible for the change in population 
size of any place. Fertility acts as a positive 
force while mortality acts as the negative 
force. The role of migration comes in the 
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very simple but in practice a large number 
of social, economic, cultural and political 
problems occur which hinder the true 
estimation of these three forces.

The Indian Census is the most credible 
source of information on population 
characteristics, economic activity, literacy 
and education, housing and household 
amenities, urbanization, fertility and 
���
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�"� ���� ����� �
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and demographic data as a whole to the 
lowest level of village or town. Census 2011 

is the 15th National Census of the country. 
It was conducted in two phases. During 

����	
����	�"����	��������	
�������������
1st April 2010 and involved collectionof 
data about all the buildings and census 
houses. In the second phase population 
of the enumeration phase was conducted 
from 9th February 2011. Information on 
��	
�� ��	� ��������� ���� 
��� �	
� 
��� � :���
population of India has increased to 121 
crores approximately and registered a 
decadal growth rate of 17.64 percent for 
theentire population as compared to 21.15 
percent in Census 2001. The percentage of 
�������� ����
�� ��� 
��� ��
���"� ���� 
��� �	
�
time, showed a decrease by 3.90 percent. 
Bihar state showed the highest decadal 
growth rate and Kerala showed the lowest 
growth rate during the period of 2001 to 
2011 years. Among the total decadal growth 
rate, rural areas of India grew at 12.18 
percentwhereas; the urban areas of the 
country grew at the rate of 31.80 percent 
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INTRODUCTION

Reproductive morbidity is one of the 
most challenging public health issues across 
the globe. World Health Organization 
defined reproductive morbidity as 
“any morbidity or dysfunction of the 
reproductive tract or any morbidity which 
is a consequence of reproductive behaviors 
including pregnancy, contraceptive use, 
abortion, childbirth or sexual behavior.”1 

Maternal mortality has long been the only 
indicator for women’s health even though 
reproductive morbidity occurs far more 
���F���
��� ���� 	�����	��� �#��
	� �����E	�
lives.2 Reproductive morbidity is high 
among women of developing countries 
resulting in devastating consequences on 
health and social well-being of women. 
Usually many reproductive disorders 
go unnoticed, either because of being 
asymptomatic, or because of producing 
vague and non-specific symptoms. Low 

level of female literacy, low level of 
awareness, as well as socio-cultural norms, 
values and taboos withhold women from 
seeking health care for reproductive 
morbidity.3

:��� ���������� ��� 	�>������ 
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diseases (STDs), worldwide, is increasing, 
���� �������	� ��� ���� ���� ������ 	�#���
the consequences. About half a million 
women die each year from preventable 
pregnancy related causes, and many times 
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permanent.4 The AIDS pandemic is causing 
suffering and death to an increasing 
number of men, women and children. 
Based on the recommendations of the ICPD 
(Cairo, 1994), the Government of India 
����� �� ��=��� 	��.� ��� �
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MCH and Family Planning to Reproductive 
and Child Health (RCH) emphasising 
on promoting and encouraging healthy 
sexual behaviour among couples through 

�������� 	
�� ������� ������� ����������� ������� ������ ���������� ��� ������� �������������
!������������������"�#$%&'(������
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MARRIED WOMEN AGED 15-49 YEARS IN INDIA
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INTRODUCTION

Quality of life of the divorced women is 
highly vulnerable, especially for related to 
their socio-economic conditions. Divorce 
as a new phenomenon has become very 
common not only in the Western societies, 
but it is spreading in the non-Western 
countries as well. Many social scientists 
are currently attempting to understand 
the factors contributing to divorce from 
social, economic, cultural and psychological 
dimensions.1 Levinger’s (1976)2 framework 
distinguishes three categories of factors 
that individuals presumably assess when 
���	�������� ��$����@� 
��� �G���
���� 
�� 
���
ongoing marriage, barriers to breaking up 
the marriage, and alternatives to the current 
marriage. The economic theory of marital 
instability provides a similar, but more 
formal rational choice framework.3
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research on antecedents of divorce is the 
life course perspective.4,5 The possibility 

that divorce determinants interact with 
individual time is highly plausible: The 
significance of marriage as well as the 
consequences of divorce for the individuals 
involved presumably vary over various 
stages of marital lives, and antecedents 
of divorce can be expected to vary 
accordingly.6

It is worth mentioning that there is a 
��		�����
�� ��� 
��� �#��
	� ��� 	���	�	E� 	����;
economic position on the risk of divorce 
that varies with the duration of marriage. 
+���$��"�	����;����������#��
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from one region to another. Knowledge 
of interactions between the duration of 
marriage and the socio-economic position 
of spouses might help understand the 
processes by which the socio-economic 
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divorce.7 Moreover, knowledge of these 
interactions would inform us about the 
socio-economic determinants of divorce in 
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INTRODUCTION

It’s been more than two years when the 
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INTRODUCTION

Sex ratio is an important social indicator 
to measure the extent of the prevailing 
equity between men and women in a 
society at a given point of time. Changes 
��� 	�>� ��
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� 
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socio-economic and cultural patterns of 
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of changes in sex ratio vary from sex 
differentials in mortality, sex selective 
migration, sex ratio at birth, and at times, 
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India is one of the few countries in the 
world where males out number females.

It  is  often believed that nature 
has equalizing tendencies. However, 
throughout human life nature appears to 
prefer inequality to equality. The preference 
for inequality appears to start at a very 
early stage- at embryonic stage-of human 
life. At conception, males appear to be 
favoured. It appears that around 1301 males 
are conceived per every one hundred 

females. But this ratio appears to drop 
sharply to around 105 at birth. This implies 
that more males than females die in 
�
���	 � :��� ��	��$��� ���
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developed countries suggests that excess 
male mortality is not just restricted to the 
embryonic stage but continues almost 
throughout the life span of a birth cohort. 
This observed excess mortality of males at 
�$�������"��G����
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assumed to be ‘natural’.2 Since excess male 
mortality at every age is accepted to be 
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����#����
���	���	��$���
against females in most developing 
countries need to be explained.

According to Malik3 some of the 
programmes transition to small families 
through strategies that voluntary support 
the right to the two-child norm by social 
and economic incentives. In his study, 
Croll4 argued that without change in gender 
reasoning, the rapid fertility decline and 
imposed smaller family size means that 
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